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temology as first philosophy is highlighted. Third, the epistemological tradition since Descartes and some
core ideas of Western culture are in a complex relaion of mutual support. The conclusion is that there is
a deep and internal relationship between epistemology as first philosophy and modernity.

Keywords: epistemology as first philosophy, modernity, Richard Rorty, Charles T ayer

On Normativity of Modem Logic and Its Problems (by JIN Rong— dong)

Abstract: Modemn logic takes the criterion of validity as the source of its normative effectiveness. In
fact, this criterion is not an effective method for evaluations of arguments in natural language. Moreover,
in the respect of how to deal with issues related to the world of life, the neutrality of subject— matter, the
ideal of formalization, the close— world assumption and logical monism, presupposed by the criterion of
validity, all have some theoretical deficiencies. Therefore, it is difficult for modern logic to have a fruitful
effect on the construction of and criticism at modernity.

Keywords: modern logic, normativity, validity, argument, modernity

The Utopian“ Negative Dialectic’ ——An Investigation and Reflection on the Chinese
Intellectual Drive in the First Half of the 20th Century (by HU Wei- xi)
Abstract: In the early part of the twentieth century the historical stage pose of the utopian public
intellectual was a wonder in Chinese society and history. In the beginning it was a producer and supplier
of utopian ideas, and later became a spokesman and defender of ideology. The modern Chinese intellec-
tual transformation from its utopian discourses to ideological discourses meant a break of the humanistic
Chinese intellectual “spedrum.” In history Chinese humanistic intellectuals had been safeguards and ex-
positors of social ultimate values and purposes. Today, the modern Chinese intelledual should reestablish
a connection with history, returning to its tradition as a value bearer. It is requisite for it to realize three
transformations: 1) the transformation from an enlightenment attitude to an educational attitude, 2) the
transformation from a “ center— frontier” cnsciousness to a “watcher” consciousness, 3) the transforma-
tion from an orientation of political power to an orientation of social public spheres.

Keywords: utopia, intellectual drive, enlightenment

The Marriage of Lower Strata: Between “ Modem” and “ Feudal” (by LIU Xu)

Abstract: Since China s reform and opening up, people have gradually enjoyed a kind of “modern”
marriage that involves various patterns from love to sex and to an extramarital affair. It seems to be a so-
cial advance. On the contrary, some of the subalterns still have their so— called feudal marriage such as
marriage by exchange and marriage by purchase, which seems to be “ backward” and “ immoral. ” In ac-
cordance with their states of existence, however, they tend to have no choice but the “feudal” marriage.
One of their major moral aspects is “existence. ”

Keywords: subaltern, marriage, feudal, modern, existence
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