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Historical Analysis and Cultural Interpretation:
A New Method of the Study of Mingbian(4Z i)

Jin Rongdong

Abstract: The logicization of mingbian(# #¥), taking interpreting the Chinese in terms of the
western as its key method, sees the discourse of mingbian as the indigenous logic in China and
reduces it to the Chinese counterpart or copy of western traditional logic. This approach has not
only narrowed the multiple contents of mingbian, but led to many improper analogies between
mingbian and logic. Against such background, Professor Cui Qingtian argues that the comparative
study should be based on the historical analysis and cultural interpretation of mingbian and logic.
The unity of “interpreting the Chinese in terms of the western” and “historical analysis and
cultural interpretation” suggests that the scientific comparison should be the unity of analogy and
contrast (contradiction analysis). The method of contradiction analysis calls for a multidisciplinary
collaborative study of mingbian and the comprehensive interpretation of its rich contents,
accordingly, is supposed to be able to achieve a better understanding of mingbian.

Key words: mingbian(%#%¥); interpreting the Chinese in terms of the western; historical
analysis; cultural interpretation; Cui Qingtian
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